Articles 
“A Conversation with Harold L. Nelson.” 
3:66—69. 
“A Note of Caution — The Indian's Own 


Prejudice, as Mirrored in the First Native 
American Newspaper” by Sam G. Riley. 
2:44-47. 

“American Indians and the Media: Neglect 
and Stereotype” by Sharon Murphy. 
2:39-43. 

“An Indian Perspective — Native American 
Journalism: An Overview” by Richard 
LaCourse. 2:34-38. 

“Communication History Abstracts” compiled 
by Susan J. Henry. 1:26—27; 2:64. 

“Elias Boudinott, Indian Editor: Editorial 
Columns from the Cherokee Phoenix" by 
Barbara P. Luebke. 2:48-51. 

“Geographic Patterns in the Historical 
Development of Farm Publications” by Karl 
B. Raitz and Stanley D. Brunn. 1:14-15, 
31-32. 

“George W. Wisner and the New York Sun” 
by James Stanford Bradshaw. 4:112, 


117-120. 
“George W. Wisner: Michigan Editor and 
& Politician” by Wm. David Sloan. 4:113-116. 


“Historians: Our Critics, Craft and Mental 
Health” by Robert S. Kahan. 3:70-72. 

“Marx and Greeley on Slavery and Labor” by 
Sally Taylor. 4:103-106, 122. 

“Newspapers and Newspaper Prototypes in 
Spanish America, 1541-1750" by Al Hester. 
3:73-77, 88. 

“Private Lives: An Added Dimension for 
Understanding Journalism History” by 
Susan J. Henry. 4:98-102. 

“Puck, the Comic Weekly” by Everette E. 
Dennis and Christopher Allen. 1:2-7, 13. 
“The 1541 Earthquake: Dawn of Latin 
American Journalism” by Felix Gutierrez 

and Ernesto Ballesteros. 3:78-83. 

“The Hollywood Version: Movie Portrayals of 
the Press” by Thomas H. Zynda. 1:16-25, 
32. 

“The Hutchins Commission’s Search for a 
Moral Framework” by Jerilyn S. Mcintyre. 
2:54-57, 63. 

“The Professor and the Prophet: John Dewey 
and Franklin Ford” by Zena Beth 
McGlashan. 4:107-111, 123. 

“The San Francisco Chronicle and the Air Mail 
Emergency of 1934” by James S. O'Rourke. 
1:8-13. 

“Through with Thru at the Chicago Tribune: 
The McCormick Spelling Experiment” by 
John H. Vivian. 3:84-87, 96. 
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a valuable reference work and ‘“‘must 
reading’ for the serious student of 
telecommunications history. 


O 


()Heuterman, Thomas H. Movable Type: 
Biography of Legh R. Freeman. Ames: 
Iowa State University Press, 1979. 
$11.50. 172pp. 


Reviewed by 
William E. Huntzicker 


University of Wisconsin, River Falls 


If Thomas H. Heuterman had made 
any extravagent claims about the 
significance of the subject of this 
biography he could have been accused 
of spinning one of those tall tales for 
which frontier editor Legh Freeman 
was known. Fortunately, Heuterman 
keeps his story of this racist, bigoted, 
opportunistic and possibly wife-beating 
editor in perspective. 


Thus, Heuterman writes: ‘‘While 
literary features served an_ en- 
tertainment function, frontier 


newspapers by their mere existence 
are said to have raised the educational 
level of society, civilized the West and 
been an agent of literacy. Frontiersmen 
were avid readers, but whether racist, 
anti-Grant editorials or land promotion 
schemes [such as Freeman’s] achieved 
such enlightment is questionable. Legh 
Freeman hardly helped to civilize the 
West if his inflammatory vigilante or 
political editorials prompted the riot at 
Bear River City.”’ 

The Bear River City riot of 1868 was 
the result of the brother of a vigilante 
victim seeking revenge against the 
Wyoming town in which the victim was 
either hanged or jailed. At any rate, a 
group of railroad workers burned the 
jail and freed the prisoners. 

‘The mob headed next for the 
Frontier Index [Freeman’s newspaper] 
office, ransacked the premises, 
destroyed all the equipment, and 
burned the structure,’’ Heuterman 
writes. Freeman was said to have 
escaped on horseback ‘‘so fast you 
could have played checkers on his 
coattails.’’ Freeman had supported the 
vigilantes who, he wrote, were so ef- 
fective that ‘“‘honest men can now walk 
our streets in safety, provided they 
keep sober and are armed to the teeth.”’ 

Freeman, a Virginia native, showed 


he was a southerner in his writing. In 
print, however, he was no gentleman as 
can be seen in an editorial Heuterman 
reprints to show Freeman’s reaction to 
Grant’s election: 

“WHAT WE EXPECT — PREPARE 
FOR THE WORST,” Freeman wrote. 
“Grant, the whiskey bloated, squaw 
ravishing adulterer, monkey ridden, 
nigger worshipping mogul, is rejoicing 
over his election the 
presidency. .. Eastern mothers must 
tremble for the safety of their 
daughters [’] virtue, knowing that the 
gaudy military uniform of _ their 
President and ruler covers the filthy, 
lecherous carcase [sic] of a libertine, 
seducer, and polygamic squaw 
keeper.” 

As a child, Freeman was said to have 
told his father that he would ‘‘go out 
West to explore and write up the 
country’’ under the pen name of 
‘‘Horatio Vattel, Lightning Scout of the 
Mountains.” Later, Freeman may have 
been influenced by adventurer Jim 
Bridger, whom he interviewed early in 
his career. 

Freeman lived the stereotypical role 
of the western scout. While his wife or 
brother ran the newspapers, he 
frequently reported on Vattel’s travels 
throughout the West. Even as a 
publisher, Freeman was always on the 
move. His movable type traveled with 
the ‘‘press on wheels’’ to stay just 
ahead of the Union Pacific through 
Nebraska, Colorado, Dakota and 
Wyoming territories from 1865 through 
1868. After the railroad was completed, 
his newspaper was located at several 
places in Oregon, Washington and 
Montana. 

Because he lived in so many different 
places, the life of this colorful fron- 
tiersman, land speculator, town 
promoter, politician and newspaper- 
man had not been drawn together into a 
succinct story before Heuterman’s 
fascinating study. The biography 
illustrates the tragic personal life and 
the far from successful professional life 
of a man struggling to leave his mark 
on the American West. 

Freeman tried to live the frontier 
myth he and other editors perpetuated. 
And their impact is still unmeasured. 
“Horatio Vattel,’’ Heuterman writes, 
‘‘did not pass away with the frontier; a 
legacy of tall tales, boosterism, and 
even racism seems to make inaccurate 
the statement that the frontier press 
bequeathed nothing that the West of the 
immediately succeeding era wanted to 
keep.” 
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